The bed nucleus of the stria terminalis (BST) is a basal forebrain structure considered to be part of a cortico-striato-pallidal system that coordinates autonomic, neuroendocrine and behavioural physiological responses.
Introduction
Pain is more than a sensory-discriminative experience: it has emotional and cognitive aspects as well. Emotion-induced increases in nociceptive thresholds are necessary for several critical physiological functions, including childbirth and escape from predators (Jorum, 1988) . Similarly, emotion-induced hyperalgesia is adaptive since it promotes protection of injured tissue and hence, allows time for healing (Imbe et al., 2006) . Like many other physiological functions, there is a fine line between normal regulation (of nociception) and the development of pathophysiological states. Sustained analgesia makes individuals vulnerable to tissue damage whereas hyperalgesia can, under certain circumstances, contribute to persistent or chronic pain conditions (Urban and Gebhart, 1999; Vanegas and Schaible, 2004) . Furthermore, pathological emotional states such as anxiety impair normal nociceptive and healing processes (Imbe et al., 2006) .
Evidence suggests that modulation of nociception originates in the brain, although the exact neurobiological bases are still poorly understood. A better understanding of the neurobiological systems involved in the cognitive and emotional aspects of pain will help in developing better approaches to treat and manage chronic pain. In both rodents and humans, supraspinal sites involved in the negative emotional component of pain include the anterior cingulate cortex 
